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! EDITOR’S PAGE.
Here is the eighth issue of the “ AVANA AMUDIIAM ”,

This Volume contains the speech of late Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal :
Nehru, delivered on 7th October 1961 on the occasion of the inauguration of
Parambikulam - Aliyar Project. There is an article on the history of San-
Thore taken from the vestiges of Old Madras. It says that San-Thome was
founded in the year 1516 A.D. by the Portugucse. In the article on * Torment
in Jail’ Thira R. A. Padmanabhan describes the tortures inflicted upon the
prisoners, both criminal and political, by the British Jailers.

In an extract taken from the Tamil Nadu Council Debates, Dr. (Mrs.)
Muthulakshmi Reddy prophesised of a women-police force for the protection
of the female conviets. This has come into being in the recent past. We have
an interesting epitome of Ramayana written by Licut. Col. Delamain.

Thiru D. Srinivasa Rao has given a short note on Thirumathi Yakub Hasan,
the first lady Honorary Presidency Magistrate in the Presidency of Madras.
We have an inquisition of a murder case during 1931, the original taken from
the Coroner’s records. )

In the Tamil portion, we have an exhaustive account of the libraries im
Taniil Nadu taken from the Souvenir issued by the Salem District Library.
We have also an article written by Thiru Kudanthai Sa. Venkataraman, on an
instructive theme about the importance of poise and on how Tamil helps us in
this. The readers will really be moved by thns articie. There is an article on
the life of the tribal people of the * Xolli Hills ” which was read in the Scminar
on * Valvil-Ori’ festival in Nammakkal, on 3rd August 1955. "We have some
titbits on the ‘ Lhonus’ issue, to all Government employecs in India and the
starting of the scheme of Provident Fund to the Government servants in Tamil
Nadu. These will certainly inculcate a sense of responsibility in the minds of
Government servants.

We happily invite comments, which will help us to improve the standard
of the journal.

We solicit interesting historical notes, articles, titbits, ete., from the readers.
for the “ AVANA AMUDHAM ",

Assuring the best always to our readers.

M. GOPALAKRISHNAN.
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NEHRU'S SPEECH.
“ON THF OCCASION OF INAUGURATION OF POWER AND IRRICA-
TION SCHEME OF PARAMDBIKULAM-ALIYAR PROJECT ON 7TH
OCTOBER 1961. :

—Compiled by : Thirumathi S. KaNTHAMANI,

~

Research Assistaut.

o

Through electric power we can do many things; start many industries—
‘big, small, cottage or home industries. Power is the source of our work to-day.
Men have, no doubt, power but if you get power by electricity or steam, there
will be much greatcr power and you can do the work of a hundred or a
thousand men. Therefore in order to develop the country and its people,
electric power is necessary. I have no doubt that if we have enough power all
over Kerala, you will find industries growing up small or big, and smployment
coming to its people. Wherever we have a hydro-electric scheme, it fulfils two
-basic needs of India to-day.

“ We want many things in India; we want to change our country snd
‘make it prosperous. We have to improve and maintain goods standards of
living and must have opportunities to progress. ”

, Threc of the most important things needed at present were education of
.the people, including the grown-up and technical education, electric power and
-porhaps, atoniic power afterwards and panchayat raj, which had already been
taken up. “If wo have these three things power, education and panchayat raj-
all our problems can be solved speedily. ”

The Parambikulam-Aliyar Project was the outcome of co-operation between
-the two State Governments. “ I would like to congratualate the Governments
-of Kerala and Madras, and more particularly the Chief Ministers of theso two
-Stateq, Mr. Thanu Pillai and Mr. Kamasraj, on this co-operation. ”

The whole of India was based on the principle of cooperation right from
‘the village to the highest level, ultimately, the Government of India progres-
scd with co-operative enterprises. The basis of our work was co-operation for
the common good of the people and especially between the States.

* Sometimes, however, we get into the rut that comes in the way of co-
operation. That is not wisdom. Co-operation is always beneficial for all
-parties. I hope this spirit will develop throughout the length and breadth of
‘the country. ”

i The atmosphere of co-operation should develop feelings of friendliness.
-India was a great country. It had been divided into a number of Administra-
:tive divisions, the States. There were many religious and many languages.
“ Language or religion should not be allowed to separate as. Caste is a curwe
-and wo should somehow get rid of it without showing any fear. ” .

.« - I hope that the column that I have unveiled will remain as a symbol of co-
operation and remind people on either side of it Madras and Kerala—to have
more and more of such co-operation for mutual advantage,

“1 congratualate all those engineers and others who worked in this project
‘and I wish them all success. ”

< “ Out of this project, let us hope benefits may flow to the people of Kerala
_and Madras. ” . :
Q. 2259 ev—-5—1



From the Rare Books
TIIE RISE OF SAN THOME,.

Standing within the existing municipal limits  of Madras, the ancient
Portuiguese town of San Thome falls properly within the scope of this work.
During the government of Foxerott’s successor, the place wus brought into
close relation with Fort S8t. George, and the present occasion seems theretore a
suitable one for giving some account of it. he adjucent native town of
AMylapore is generally considered to be the Malli-arpha of Ptolemy and the
original designation of the Portugucse settlement was San Thome
The fume ot San Thome vests largely on the traditional association of the
locality with the Apostle St. Thomas, who is said to have suflered martyrdom
al St. Thomas’s Mount, a hill within eight miles of Madras, and to have been
buried at San Theme, where his tomb is still shown. There is evidence that
the Apostle visited the Court of the Indo-Seythian monarch Gondophares, and
it is not impossible that he may have penctrated later to the southern part of
the peninsula.  Certain it is that a colony of Cristians, followcrs of St. Thomas,
existed in South India from about the fifth century.  Whether the founder of
this Church was the Apostle himsclf, or Thomas the Manichaean, who dated
from the third century, or whether the Christians named themselves after
Thomas the Armenian, who revised the Church in the eighth centwry, is debat-
able matter which need not be here discussed, Bishop Medlycott, ! who has
sifted every shred of evidence on the subjeet, conecludes that St. Fhomas the
Apostle preached and suffered at the Mount, but his arguments do not appear
to be altogether convineing. Patristic literature assigns the place of martyrdom
te Calamina, 2 and tradition asserts that the saint’s remaing were transferred
to Edessa in the fourth century. Be this as it may, the sative Christiang of
South India associated a hill near Madras with St Thomas, and the shrine of
the Mount wus venerated by people of all classes and various religions. Marco
Jolo, visiting India in the thirtecnth centyry, found the legend current that the
Apostle was accidentally killed at the Jount by the arrow of a fowler. Two
gentyries lator, Joseph of Cranguncre testified to the joiut worship there of
Christians and pagans. Barbosa, early in the sixteenth century, found the

shrine a partial ruin, ended by an aged fakeer 3. R

¢ Mdliapor.,

;.‘ .. At this stage the Portuguese appeared og the scene.
they. founded San Thome is not well established. Gasper €orrea, who was in
India from 1512 to 1561, and whose history remained unpublished for four
centuries, 4 is unfortunately silent on the 'subjeet. He relates a good deal about
the rclies of St. Thomas, and very little about San Thome. In four large
‘Volumes. covering the period 1497 to 1550 there are only four references to the
‘town hy name, the earliest belonging to 1534. The following summary, which
felates chiefly to the relics, is however not without interest. S In 1507 Dom
Francisco de Aimcida, Viceroy at Goa, heard from some native Christiang ef
Malabar that the house of chapel (casa)6 of the Apostle still existed on the
;¢oromz‘mdgl- coast. Of foug menr whom he sent round by seg to make enqui-
‘Ties, two died, but the survivory brought back g report which was transmitted
40 ‘the King .of Portugal. Ten years later, tw

St .ater,  two  Portuguese named Diogo
Fernandes and Bastiao Fernapdes, arriving at Pulicat from Malaces, heard of
the chapel from scime Armenian merchants, They all proceeded to the spot,

some scven leagues distant, and discovered a very ancient edifice, constructed
1like g cburch with njve and aisles, and having timber pillars and; roof. Its
dength was twelve cubits, A sacristy beyond, five cubits long, had 8 dome
.gurmonnted by a dwarf spire rising to a height of thirty cubits. Crosses and
Peacocks in plaster constituted the decoration. This structure was believed; to -

The year in which.

. L India and the Apostle Thomas, Medlycott, 190s.

=/ 2 Calamina is by Gouwea, Thomas Herbert and others, identificd  with Mylapore
La Graze disputes the identification., e S _ b
3 Fakeer, a Muhammadan religious mcndicenii from Ar. 'Fakir, puor.

"4 gqlfeccall de Monumnentos ineditos ; Lendas dg. ladia, Correa, 1858-1864,

5 Extracts from Correa, (). 739; (i) 722.787; (iii). 4194245 (i), 143, werg tgns
lated. and communicated by the late Mr. William Irvine, B.C.S. - ' '
""" 6 From other accounts it appears that this chapel was not, the Mount Shyine, but-
a building by the shore. _ T e
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be the sepulchre of the saint. A smaller chapel, a pistol-shot away, was said
to mark the grave of a native prince who had been converted to Christianity by
the Apostle. The two LPortuguese returned to Malacea, but, visting India again
in 1521, they reported their observations to Governor Diogo Lopes de Scquoira.
The Covernor, who was about to sail for Portugal, transferred the matter to his
suceessoy, Dom Duarte de Menezes,

~ Before any action could be taken, Gasper Correa himself, in company with
Y'ero Lopes de Sampayo and a party of fifteen, started from Pulicat to visit the
chapel. The journey was made on Cotrpus Christi Day, 1521, Arrvived at the
spot, they made excavations, and discovered remains said to be those of a prince
called ¢ Tani Mudolyar,’ and also a stone inseribed with these words.” 1 give
1/10 of income from trade both by sca and land to this holy house. and so long
as sun and moon endure, I enjoin on my descendants to maintain it under pain
of maledictions.’ Correa and his coimpanions executed repairs and madoe some
additions to the ¢hapel. In the following year, 1522, the Goanese Governot
commissioned Manuel de Frias, Agent on the Coromandel Goast, to prosecute
enquirics, and sent Padre Alvaro Pentcado 1 to the locality. Penteado proposed
to huild a monastery there, but, wnable to obtain authority from de Frias, he
proceeded first to Goa and thence to Portugal to gain the ear of the King. In
the mecantime, the Governor sent Pero Lopes de Sampayo, with Vicente Fer-
nandes and Padre Antonio Gil, to carry out such repairs as proved neccssary.
They were ussisted by an aged priest named Pero Fernandes,-and by two
laymen, Diogo Lourenco and Diogo Fernandes, the last being one of the two
persons who had visited the spot in 1517.

By the ships of 1523, the King of Portugal; having heard details from
Padre Penteado, sent orders for a strict enquiry to be made; and in 1524
Manuel de Frias proceeded to the spot, seemingly for the first time, and found
there Antonio (3il, Pero Fernandes and a third priest, together with Vincente
Yernandes, Diogo Fernandes, and others. Money was provided, repairs to the
building effected, and chapels bLuilt. A hroken lance, discovered during the
progress of the excavations, was held to be the instrument of the saint’s death.

i the same yeat Padre Pentecado returned from Portugual, became vicar, and
took charge of the relics.

From this sccount, to which, #s the harrative of an cye-witness of part of
- the proceedings, some importance attaches, it would appear that the Portugucse
sottlement of San Thome could not have been formed earlier than 15222,
The erection of the neighbouring Franciscan church of the Luz in Mylapore is,
however, attributed to 1516, on the authority of an inseribed stone which is
built into the south wall of the edifice, near its base. The inscription, cut in
relief, reads:— {

FRE PEDRO DA ATOUGIA RELIGIO OBSERVTE DE §. FRANCO
EDIFICOU ESTA IGREJA DE NOSSA SENHRA DA LUZ EM 1516.

The Luz Church is west of the cathedral of St. Thomas in San Thome, and
only & mile distant from it, yet Correa, who i§ precia in fixing the date of hig
visit to the chapel in 1521, says no word about a structure which must, if it
agfisted, have been & very hoteworthy object. No does Correa mention the
teputed foundef uwntil 1544, when he alludes to ¢ Friar Pedro d’ Atouguia,
"Warden of St. Franciy.3 An official report of the year 1779 essigns 1516 a#
ths year alike of the founding of San Thome and the erection of the Lus
Chiitch, i théese wordd4:~*In this same year 1516, when the Portuguese
founded the city of San Thoine, the father Friar Pedrod’ Athouguia converted
...... mapy thotitands of souls’ and built for them various churches of
which there is only one now extent, that of Nossa Senhora da Luz, under the

| San Thoiné Cathedial tontains the tomb of bne Autonic Pénteado, attributed to
" the sixte_enth century. )

2 Mr. F. C. Danvers {Report on Thé Poftuguese Records, 1892) mentions 1504 as
“the year of founding, but quotea nd &uthority,

3 ‘ﬂ\g Ch\l_fch of St. Ftdncis fany have been identical with the Franciscan Church
-of M Loz, but latey Mithofs Mentioh it a9 & distinct edificd, -

- 4 Quoted in the Memoria of D. Joao Chrysostomo Pesson, 1887, P. 244 e¢ommunis

aated by Mr. W. R. Philiphi.
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crrtiolof te Fonrjeeane” TLis statement of everts whih bad eeurred two
cartiries srd g Lalf earlicr meist be arcopnd with reserve, espevially  as no
ooty s eitall A enntiy Boar Cnsloire de Nazarth wrote:— Fm 1516
Panddenr e Pora gt Ahg a eyr. e NO S, Luz ! Nazareth e¢ives as Lis
aoattoary Lerdas de Inedial i, 721, 779 737, and Inditity Vaso da G, i,
2752 N (o
Tz Chosedy;
LLy, eortrovess Q. Tt eansises of an eatract fnan tie dinmy of 4 vovaee Lode
in Is5 b Cardy Rivaro, That traveor, desorhine the Lz Cher i, ssvse—-
*Inothe wil Cining the deor an the gosged sble there is a stone with the
Pramcican ecitofams and an inweription sating tat Frod Poiro da Athoewd
a rilvinny of the o servanes of St Franelso et this eburch of One L
Lizit in the vear 17160 an excossively doubttal dese, o Lemdas da Inda Ly
Curper Corven, voliine 2, pazs 721, 775 anld 757 and volume 3, prue 414, The
stone Is work of tie past (19h) eentary, as is the existing churen, wWhich has
Hhewise additions of this (19th) cerntm,?

rren, ws aready mentioned, s slteptoer bt reeoding the

et the other Tefvrence, far S earrabornting Nazareth's states

Ths Nazarah's statement possesses no vaiue, ard the riport of 1770 but
Iittle. The only mode of reconciling Correa’s silence with the evidence of the
stone is by assuming that either the casa was remote from Myiapore, or the Luz
Chureh non-existent in 1521, The first alternative is excluded by many con-
siderations, and the eonclusion is irresictible that the Luz Church did not exist
in 1516, and that the inscription on its foundation stone is not authentic. Tle
date of erection has not been determined. It was prubably later than 1547,
when the discovery of a stone erms at the Mount contributed to the develop-
ment of San Thome; hut the edifice certainly existed in 1582 when Gasparo
Dalbi saw and mentioned it. The fame it has hitherto enjoyed of being the most
ancient European building on the Coast must accordingly be transferred from
it to the Church of St. Thomas, the foundaticn of which may be assigned to
1522, Little, however, of the original structure of the latter now remains.

Local tradition attributes the name Luz to the expertences of some storm-
tossed mariners vho vowed a church to the Virgin if they were delivered from
the fury of the elements.  Forthwith, a guiding light flashed out. They steered
towards it and came safe to shore. Pursuing their way for a mile into the
interior, they at length reached the spot whence the brilliance shone, only to-

find the light extingmished. On that spot was erected the Church of Qur Lady
(')fA Ilight. . '

In his relation of the events of 1540, Correa states that Manual da Gams
vias sent as Captain to the Coast, with authority to bring away the people of
San-Thome and to dismantle the town and the church of the Apostle. In 1547
#xcavations made at the Mount led to the discovery of a stone eross bearing an
un-intelligible inscription. Spots resembling blood-stains were observed on it,
which reappeared after heing seraped awav. A church was then creeted on
the hill by the Portuguese, the stone being built into the wall behind the altar,
where it may still be seen. The legend of the ‘ bleeding cross’ will be men-
tioned later. Correa says that a signal-fire was kept burning nichtly on the
Mount for the hencfit of mariners, who seeing it, ‘ strike their sails and make
oheisance ’. : —

. On the whole, Correa’s history tends to show that a monastic settlement
was formed at San Thome about 1522, that a town gradually grew up around
the church, and that down to 1550 the place possessed little Importance. The
fater account of Caesar Frederike, 3 who left Venice in 1563 for the East, indi-
cates that the town had increased, and by 1567 enjoyed considerabla trade.
Frederike makes no mention of fortifications, and seems to have been morq
struck with the dexterity of the natives in managing mussoola boats than with
any other aspect of the place:—- .

‘ Extracts of Master Cesar Frederike his cighteene yeeres Indian Obser-
vations 4

3

1 Mitras Lusitanas no Oriente, Nazareth, 188§ p,. §8,

? 2 Instituto Vasco da Gama was' monthly periodical, published at Goa from 1872.

Nazareth’s refeience was verified "by Mr, William - Irvine jn, -communication with Senhor,
J:=-As 1smail * Gracias. g

3 Purchas his Pilgrimes, reprint of 1905, Vol. X, p. 109,
4 1bid.

» — " ety



""" 15367, From Negapatan, following my voyage towards the East sn hundred-
and fiftic miles, 1 found the Ilousc of blessed Saint Thomas, which is a church
of great devotion,” and greatly regarded of the Gentile for the great Miracles
they have lhicard to have becne done by that blessed Apostle; ncere unte this
Church the Portugals have builded them a Citie in the Countrey subject to the
King of Bezencger, which Citie although it hee not very great, yet in oy
judgment it iy the faivest in all that part of the Indies. It is a marvellous
thing to them which have not seene the lading and unlading of men  and
merchandize in Saint 'Thome as the doce; it is a place so dangerous, that a
man cannot be served with small Barkes, neither can they do their business
with the Doats of the ships, because they would be beaten in a thousand
picees, but they make ‘cértaine Barkes (of purpose) high, which they call
Masadic ; they be made of little boards, one hoard being sowed to another
with small cordes, and in this order are they made. And when they ave thus
inade, and the owners will embarke any thing in them, cither men or goods,
they lade them on land,.and when they are laden, the Barke-men thrust the
Boate with her lading into the streamne, and with great speed they make hast
all that they are able to row out aguinst the huge waves of the Sca that are
on that shore, until that they carrie them to the ships; and in like manner
they lade these Masadies ‘at the ships with merchandize and men.  When they
come ncere the shore, the Bark-men leape out of the Barke into the Sea to
keepe the Barke right that shee cast not thwart the shore, and being kept right,
the Suffe of the Sea sectteth her lading drie on land without any hurt or
danger ; and sometimes there are some of them that are overthrown, but there
can be no great losse;, -because they lade but a little at a time. All the
Merchandize they lade outwards, they emball it well with Oxe hides, so that
if it take wet, it can have no great harme’. -

" The riso of San,.Thome must now have been rapid, for within fiftcen
years of Frederickoe’s visit, Gasparo Balbi reports the existence of fortifications
p"n';c;lAsevera_] churches. ‘Balbi, a Venetian dealer in gems, set out on his
fravels in 1579, and reached the Coromandel coast three years later :—
* Gasparo ‘Balbi' his. Vayage to Pegu ...... gathered out of his owne Italian.

.

Relation.l~ & ¢

‘On the nin» and twentieth of May 1582, in the name of Christ, wee set
sayle- (from Negapatan), directing our Prow towards the North to avoide
certain shclves which are very perilous. . .... All that night wee sayled with
8 South winde Northerly. About three of the clocke the next morning we
came to a place which is called the Seven Pagods,2 upon which are cight
pleasant hillackes not' very high, which are seven leagues from St. Thomas
right over against 'it, where wee arrived about noone the thirticth of May.,
saluting it with three ‘Pecces of Ordnance. The Citie of Saint Thomas is so
called of the Reliques'of the Saint, which are kept here with great veneration;.
ftis ‘scituated in' thirteen degrees and a third part. The Front is towards
the West, very strong by reason of the Blocke-houses which are xupon the Port,
along towards the Sea ; this Port3 is-so low that Elephants cannot enter in
at it, for the Horses enter with not a little trouble.” There are three Churches;
ane very: faire; of Saint. Thomas,4 which is well served with Priests ; the chiefe
of them is & Vicar (for so they call him) who was sént thither by the Arch
Bishop-of Goa.- . .. .. | '

::-3:“Purchas his. Pilgrimes, reprint of 1905, Vol.' x., pp. 146-148. '
2 Mabavelipuram or Seven Pagodas, some thirty-five miles south of San-Thore

celebrated for numerous rock sculptures,
+ .3 This Port, the Sea-gate, S

4 The Rev. James Doyle, who has long been engaped in researc S
San-Thome, corsiders that, prior to 1552, an Augus(iniagngchurch was eg:ctecc? n:efce':vdy:r:
to the west of the original chapel, and that about 1606, when tha bishopric was founded
the space intervening between the two buildings was roofed in. The composite structure’
formed the old Cathedral until 1894, when the whole was demolished to make room for
the present edifice;”which. fneludes- within its- - walls the area occupied by the carlier.
sections. A deep cavity in the floor of the_choir, to which access ‘is gained by a stair,
contains the reputed tomb of the Apostle. " o § T ommw o E . -
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There i3 ancther of Saint Franeis, very wel served with Capuching j and
anstiier of Saint John the Buptist, wlhere the Fathors of Saint Paul of the
Comipanie of Jusus are in continuall prayer; to bLuild this they had not so
many transomes as were sufficient, when miraculoudy 8 great pisee of timber
was cait up by the Sea, which seemed to be made by the line und measure
of that Church. 1 was herel when this piece of timber was cast up .... The
toresaid Fathers of Saint Paul have anvther Church in the Citie, dudicated
to Our Lady,2 whcre they baptise the (entiles, and exhort and instruct them
in matters of Faith, There is another Church called Our Lady of Light,
which is served by St. Thomas his Priests, but it s three miles out of the
Towne.3 There is alse another called Our Lady of the Mount, and another
of the Crosse ; here also is the Church of Merey # out of the Town there is
one of Saint l.azarus,S and many others well served. Saint Thomas is a8
faire a Citie as 1 saw any in that Countrie, and the houses joyne onc to the
other, so to be able to succour one another without the Citic of Saint
Thomas is another Citie 6 environed with walls made of earth, and inhabited
with Gentile Souldiers, whose Chieftaine iy called Adicario,? who hath power
to execute justice.

Scattered up and down the pages of Manuel de Faria Y Sousa's Asia
Portuguesa, a work published at Lisbon in 1666-1673, are found a few allusion
to San-Thome, chiefly in connexion with the relics of St. Thomas. The latest
belong to 1616. In relating the discovery by Manuel de Krias of the relics,
Faria Y Sousa appears to confuse Meliapor with Mahavelipur. He attributed
the Apostle’s death to Brahman envy. The following extracts are made from
Steven’s translation 8:—

¢ As to Meliapor, for what relates to the Apostles : It is the received
Opinion he was killed at Antenodur, a Mountain a League distant from the
Town, where he had two Caves whither he retired to Pray. The nearest?
tiow belongs to the Jesuits ; the other is the Church of our Lady of the Mount.
e being one day at Prayer in the former, oppusite ta & Clift that gave Light
" $o it, one of the Bramens who was watching, thrust & Lance through that
Hole in such manner that, a piece of it remaining in his Body, he went fo ths
- other Cave and there died, embracing a stone on which & tross was éarved.
. Heneo his Disviples temnoved und buried him in his Church 10 where he was
found by Emanuel de ¥aria or Frias and the Priest Anthony Pentcado, sent
thither by King Emanuel.’

The Discovery of the sculptured stone at the Moatit is thus described :—

] In the yenr 1547, being about to repair that oratory where the Apostle
died, digging they found a Stone which soems to be the same he held then.
It is about a yard long, and three quarters wide, the Colour grey with some
red spots. In the middle of it is carved a Portal, round at the Top, with
Letters between the two Borders ; within, two Banisters rather than Pillars
being turned, on which are two twisted figures like Dogs sitting, from: whose
Necks rises & graceful Arch of five Borders, and between every two are
knots like Beads. In the hollow of the Door is a Pedestal of two Steps, from

1 Balbi stayed upwirds of & year st Sag Thome.

*.nz Péthapy the cxisting Mae do Deus Church, though that edifict was withowt @e

3 The distance of the Luz Church from that of St. Thomas is one Eaglish mile.
4 A house for the relief of the poor.

S The existing Church of St. Lazare is a few hundred yatds southi of Sar Thome.
It is a small vaulted structure with enormously thick walls. '

6 The native town.
7 Adicario, the Adigar or native Governor,

8 The Portugues Asia, Faria Y Sousa. Translated from the Spanish by Captain
Johw Stevens, 1694, ’ :
9 The Church of the¢ LR Mount on the Adyar River Is dédicited to St. Thirnae
- that om the Great Mowat, two miles distant, W the Virgin.
. ) 10 Nevertholess, tuvdliery of the fatter part of the sceventeeath Cenitury regarded (b
- Mouttt as the actuxl plwce of butil.  Thus Fryer, writhiy of 1673, says s
St. Thomas his Mount is' fafious for His Sepuiture, - W



1

the uppermost of which rises a Branch on each side, and over them, as it
were in the Air, is a Cross, the ends of it like the Military Order of Alcantara
«... Over all is a Dove flying, as it were descending to touch the cross with .
its Deak....

<'vhe Chappel being repaired or beautified in the Year 1551, this Stone
was solemnly sct up in it, and at the time the Priest pronounced those words
of the Gospel, Missus est Angelus Gabriel, ete,, it began to change colour and
beeame black and shining, then sweating, turned to its own colour, plainly
discovering the Spoty of Blood which hefore were obscure.  The Letters about
it could not he understood titl the year 1561 ; a Learned Bramen said they
were o6 Hicroglyphicks, every one containing a Sentence. ... '

Then follows the Brahman’s imaginative interpretation, which involves
a deseription of the saint’s death at ‘ Antenodur’ and burial at * Maiale’.
The late Dr. Burnell attributed the sculpture to the eighth  century, and
deciphered its Pehilvi inseription thus ; © In punishment (7) by the cross (was)
the suffering of this (onc), who is the time Christ and God above, and Guide
for cver pure.l

The following extract from Faria Y Sousa relates to the year 1358, during
the Government of Constantine de Braganza :—

‘In the City of St. Thomas or Meliapor a Portugues, one of those who
more religiously worship their Intevest than the Heathens their Idols, ..... .
persuaded Rama Rzja, King of Bisnagar2 to march againgt the City, telling
him the Plunder would be worth two Millions.... The King hearkening to
the hopes of Gain, set out with 500,000 Men. Peter de Atadie encouraged the
Inhabitants to defend themselves; but they, to palliate their Fear, said, It
was but Reason the Kig should he admitted to what was his own. Atside
went away to Goa ; the Townsmen prepared for the reception of the King,
and sent him a Present of 4,000 Ducats, wherewith he was somewhat appeased.
He Iincamped and would not enter the City ; but ordered all the Inhabitants
of hoth Scxes and all Ages, and all their (Goods to be brought to his presence.
‘Which being performed, he found the whole Value did not exceed 80,000
Ducats. Enraged at the Wickedness of the Informer, he ordered him to be
thrown to the Elepbants who tore him to picces. e discharged the Citizens,
and restored all their Goods so punctually that only a Silver $poon being
missing among them all, it was sought and restored.’

The foregoing includes all that has been traced regarding the history of
San Thome in the sixteenth century. Manuscripts bearing on the subject
may possibly exist among the archives preserved in the Torre del Tombo in
Lisbon and the Cathedral Library at Lvora, but, if so, they have vet to be
unearthed.

1 There is a fine print of the stone and its surroundings in China illustrata,
A. Kircherus, 1667.

2 A map of India by Sicur Sanson d’Abbeville, dated 1652, which is reproduced in
The Portuguese in India, F. C. Danvers, 1894, shows the kingdom of Disnagar or
Vijayanagar, extending from the Kistna in the north to the coleroon in the south, and
including the whole width of the peninsula. The city of the same name is marked
‘ Bisnagar on Chandegry’, but a century earlier it was still perhaps at Hampi.

—Extract from ‘The Vestiges of old Madras’ (1640-1800), Chaptzr XXIT.
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A PAGE IPROM THE ¥REEDOM-FIGIITER SUBRAMANIA SIVAM.
' TORMENT IN JAILL.

By : R. A. PADMANABHAN,
from ‘ SUBRAMANIA SIVAM’

SQubramania Sivam and Chidambaram Pillai were first taken to Thiruchi-
rappalli Central Jail. A short time later, Pillai was taken to Coimbatore
.Central Jail, while Sivam continued in Tiruchi.

Sivam and Pillai were the first political prisoners in  the DMadras
Presideney.  There was no classification of prisoners as political and non-
political those days. Dicing considered Rigorous prisoncrs, both were to
suffer physical labour.

Subramania Sivam has deseribed his jail experience in a small hooklet
titled ¢ Jail Life, which he dedicated to Dewan Bahadur Gooty hesava Lullai,
whose eflorts to improve prison conditions were praiseworthy. In this book,
Sivam has humorously treated the difficulties he had to encounter in prison.

“In the prison cclls, “ he observes ”, there will be a bell at 5 a.m. Fifteen
minutes Jater there will be a second bell. By this time all prisoncrs would
have to get up, come cut of thcir opened cells, and stand before their cell
doors. By 5-30 a.m. the third bell will be rung, and the doors of the ward
will he opened.  After the jail officials had inspected the prisoners, we will
qun towards the lavatories. It will be a hell of a place, most uncican, with
past refuses not properly cleaned. We have to clean ourselves the refuse pots
used by us. After that, we will “clean” our teeth with sand or dirt, which-
cver might Le available. ;

“ Breakfast will be ready by now. Kanji made from ragi, with a little
sciething called chutney. At 11-00 am. there will be ragi meal, a solid
mass, with Sambhar, both dropped in our meal pot. The sambhar will Le
truly a tasteless product. Twice a week, we will be treated to rice with no
vegetables to go with it.  All vegetables grown in the jail, would have gone
fo the homes of the jail officials. Every Wednesday and Sunday, Non-
vegetavian food will be served. For those not taking non-vegetarian food, a
small quantity of gingelly oil will be given.

“ Sunday will he the day of shaves. If only onc was not comnpelled to
undergo the shave, prisons could be declared heavenly abodes. For shaving,
they will have some sharpened iron blades. It will be a real torture to be
shaved by this implement. According to the intractable jail rules hair in
excess of half an inch anywhere on the body of the prisoner, will encourage
accwmulation of dirt and lead to ill-health.

. There is a hospital also in the jail. But prisoners will be mortally afraid
. of telling the hospital men the difficulties they have. For, the officers have a
reputation for creating more trouble.

“Political prisoner are treated more severely than other prisoners. They
would be charge sheeted at the slightest provocation, and punished. And
what a punishment, whipping, diet of Kanji, manacling the hands to a rod,
manacling the legs and solitary imprisonment in dark ceclls, ete, ete. A
.reign of terror indeed.

Brothers ! in this world, happiness and misery alternate. The jails we
are imprisoned in for the sake of the ideal of Swatantra are really places of
penance for us. We shall with bold dignity accept the jail term which is
given as prize for endeavour to bring freedom to humanity.”

Sivam used to talk humorously about jail life. Once he asked an young
friond, V. Swaminatha Sarma, a journalist, “ What are the vegetables you
like, Sarma was non-plussed at the sudden question.” “T like all vegetables *
“he replied.

“Do you like turnips”, asked Sivam “I do” said Sarma. “In that
-case, go to jail for at least once” was Sivan’s cryptic observation.

% Jail, Why so” asked Sivam,

“ Because, when you go to jail you can have turnip every day ; not only
‘turnip but also its leafy part” said Sivam, and then explained that although
many kinds of vegctables were grown in jail gardens, the turnip was reserved
‘for prefuse use in the prisoners’ dist! :

©y 2259 e7-5—2
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'As a Rigorous imprisonment prisoner, who had to do physical labour as
part of his punishment, Subramania Sivam was put on woul cleaning.

Cleaning wool sheared from sheep is an arduous task. Shcarcd raw wool
would be soaked in lime and dried before eleaning  stavts, The  how  for
twanging well, will, unlike the bow for cleaning cotton, have a wire for
twanging. A hard thing to pluck. When it ix twanged. lime dust from the
wool will fiy in the air, entering onc’s eyes and nose. Tears and  intense
hiccups will result.

8. A. Devanavaka Ayya, an old time political worker gives  this  cye
witness account:  The scene is Tiruchi Jail. In one place, a prisoncr is
cleaning wool with a bow. Wool soaked in lime and dried is in clumps by
his side. 1Ile wears a prison dress that does not fit. A tin plate with the
prisoner's number and the date of his release hangs from his neck. A so
called shirt with short sleeves like a banian covers his hody haphazardly. An
jron ring adorns the right ankle. Because of lime dust, the prisoner ig
conghing hadly every now and then. Though the bedy is tired, by everwork,
the mustache is turned up jauntily and the eyss shine with lustre. The
Prisoner is none other than Subramania Sivam.”

Strenous work on wool cleaning affected Sivam's health. Weakened, he
fell a prey to a dreadful discase-leprosy. e sent a petition to the (fovernor
of Madras praying for rclease on Medical grounds and secking his transfer to
the hospital ward, for better treatment. The jail doctor alse recommended it.

* . L 4 ® L ] [ ]

‘When the petition reached the Ilonourable Member of the Governor’s
Executive Council, the Member, Murray Ilammick, noted on the file.
“ The man has almost 3 more, years to serve—he is being well lookcd after
in jail and is (nite capable, if released, of causing mischief again.—Decline
to interfere—-MI1. 25th October 1910 7,

Subramania Sivam’s well-wishers in Madras drew the Governor’s attention:
to the Honourable Member’s brusque turning down of not only the petition
for remission of Sentence but alvo the Jail Medical Officer’s advice to place
Siva under special treatment in the jail Hospital ward. ‘As a result,.

Governor Sir Arthur Lawley called for the file, and after scrutiny concurred
with the Member thus ;

“ Seen, Thanks, -
I quite agree with the HM.
(8d) AL,
16th December 1910,

British justica was such that in did not care to courede a political

prisoner’s request for proper medical treatment, even though the Kuropean:
Jail Medical Officer himself had recommended ,it. ¢ P



Yrom Lhe Coroneprts W eord

o e A @ g e B ®EAETD OB

Cor dnguitidtor Gf o burdor ciae dy ring 1921

); { 2 ( (23 (}[« ',,Ilc,:_/( /1.4:,«4/1;{(/(3.«,/ /}, ﬂ‘h"ﬂ/’?'lly,(, ‘.
L Q?:/(/ /‘} ad~ ¢/(4n- v - /y\/z\u/ﬂ/ ‘e /«r//j/

‘\,,,../,/,./a/mv,, /(,, am. ;'/4/&"}"//;?’
Q

v A Y (e g ) P /,fo PP </

/"[":u'r‘ll a P 7 AW > ﬁ([/ 9. zr //
71.4%»,"., er Q!”()// /4 /r/ﬂw
RPN 4 ,/;,., ,//,. St O tewr e /f// dlf /7//4 POy

r/"""/lf« ,¢~-:,///;/u,/ //Z;/(/v 0o AC Gt

-NI'&!/JLO(//, ,,/ ot ® /.,z) ¢4,-)):/7/f O/}/(/vew-v'a
//f A)IAI-\/( /:u S e (o///u////j a/’(la-/u,-
/d fuu/d K ero. 745 ’k!a- M'J/ d...////./,//f_..
NV Ty ﬂnu//z/"'//‘ }'"" ‘/’5»“/"‘ /4/' 4/"‘(¢/j

e // ,é,)/;‘. aew J6 Lot /n/,\g.(l,,,’ /{.,«/:, (’/"'""’ gl

//ﬁ/) (Iﬂ"-/, o Len, ed« /J,If'r%/:/,fd‘l—y Apos e’ //f/;:’ﬂ-f' .o

rﬁ‘ﬂf // Lt /O, ¢ o Aon *(?«/n ///ﬂ 4 ﬂa?/‘

ALl ¥’ /M}"% A e, P’ Yora /,am7 & 1,{(;4», &""/"")v/
!7{4&6(// oA a.,./(ﬁ.: ( d &/ PO I gi{::,,, ,\f:ﬁ
o a///éao /;{/J,,/p.(y }pn,: /’nz/ @%»({u— cocn P
"’/ /xu /ﬁw/ ,‘(. b/ddgl L&, Sorpgac.. A° o —

0""1 )/ (a-«’ i ts Slor revs “-.rﬁ»«-o wﬁ’f‘ ’ﬁz‘:’:D/ '

%fmww Gt 4‘ xz- ,:.Mm -~76—='--

(/ /‘aﬂ/dg-— )’/4’4( Q;,d_u‘w "y :
//ﬂ(n rasrvfc/.»«ﬂ-m al/ M vy, “/,’,O( .__‘/’)&

.'(”/”"'l('/ ./«4/ g:z>2 f) -
r/.%’ /HV'- ’{"‘uf/’(su}; ,&“,@m_m ‘57’\%

7,
lreitBo WM G / k/«/‘.; .

’w ,,%, O Sl ‘zgm’ fw ’4

e@,ﬂ ,@,m,mwu \ W‘qé—i..dlwz

L



mun IR - W?Waww/aﬂ whiir
oﬁn}a‘/du @A’(m M(Aucl MIM o~ /JJ’
/atzr/{ fjtf’md) W %’7 dec o
Cons %w/ JIuM .Mrgudaw
lfal/ﬂ« D d&‘:-«/{ Mﬂ’/’ﬁ‘
2 Mot tirmieert ﬂW(b—a‘(MA//

W k{/ M«ux) d}?ﬁ .
fﬂw - .@ Ll ) onir Hiar
_o/M.._y MM&W M/Afur..m |
' 5/0’0«7, .au/f/ , deen R I// :ffn/w %a&/ :
M Wj s S BB, ot %
Aoy w / d" 4./% /47 MMA-M“/
‘3/4‘44;; e ,gu ,,,/,.4&7,4,{’) |
M@ a/l lent Vi, 2l e FPEE, R
AL znnt) W oet ocillsZe s uci .Q e ST 0L brrions
:/“.. ouu M'.«A&Qr Py f»ésﬁf}%a Quﬂ%
‘/J/wd/&v ((4 f/‘/( a(( /ﬂ/ Mbc/, o/)
C teSldlis sansd W covul. 4.«5&/‘&(&4/%&'4/1@
' /«w@w @-t:ﬁf O/A'“MJ’W bt s
/un# M/u //m /ﬂ/‘trﬁv)’,‘ ,an/&m/f/“,u/

*}’.

| W Ak assind % %4’"“_,...«,5,, ,«/u%d’q/) Ay



Ly M :?. Q,u A 44-‘% %thef/ 7. e
F”/ 22y otoan w VAPP IOV 9/ L //W

'9"‘ i’fa&-’i/ma-@*é""& ""’%‘/'

:': v.[wi; AN &

. <A ~ A{Mﬂ‘nﬁ/“ lea gt K
AJ (7 /t %
/4%.«4/@%‘4"4 ol

”~ M /zr

/éd Cf,f C/adl'ﬁf
'74 %&/tﬂ/
’ VA

» ¢ll""‘ )/ /// croene) .' '

/Q,Wr C/,,q:, CR Ay
_ o

/ /W.{:‘}a ):\.nam; q—( ,( M
. Lo a )
» V;LA oo Y

/-A»t’e v ‘co- ‘.4/‘

ﬁgzw M(% %xm,.%

(ﬂm tren ths ,.zsqunnim Bm of
LI ._Mor easGe £12 $331 =1833 , rox.no.'r of 1831)



15
. DEBATES ON WOMEN—POLICE.

Compiled by : V., RaMAKKISINAN,

Research Assistant,

Dr. (Mrs.) S. Muthulakshmi Reddi—Mr. Przsident, I have given
notice of a motion to speak under this demand.  Sir, there are on the Statute
‘Beolk a namiber of laws for the protection of women and children, Sir, there
i» the Madvas Children Act. I feel that the help and co-operation of women
should be sccured for working this and the other Acts in a human spirit by
cmpluyimg women in the Police Department.  This idea of having women in
the police foree may he a novel one to many of us in this country. When
woraen entered the professions such as medical, nursing, legal, ete,, they
were not at first welcomed, but now when they have made themselves useful,
their help is sought after by the public in all these direetions. Sir, it is
neeessary that we should have women employed in the Police department to
deal with women criminals and juvenile offenders. 1 would go further and
sty that i justice is to be done to the poor, helpless and friendless  women
accused of crimes, the co-operation of members of their own sex should be
seeured.  Sir,  in countries like Great Britain, CGermany and Austria, as
the reports in my hands show, women police are functioning. In Anstria
they ave called police assistants and their duties are to deal with juvenile
efienders, to take cvidence from the women eriminals, to accompany them
fo the police station, to prevent hegging by children, to help the police in
the investigation of brothers and the examination of women who are aceused
of crimes and scxual offences,

“In Fngland the publie aro strongly in favour of inereasing the women
police. There are alrcady about 150 police-women in CGireat Dritain.  In
Austria the police ofticer is in favour of increasing the number. This is what
the report says: ‘There are no women police in Austria. About 27 women
known as assistants are employed in Police Welfare Departments.  Police
President Schober intends to add 13 qnalifiecd women to their npumber in
Japuary 1928 and is in favour of women police. Some of the assistants are
employed in combating the activitics of those who traffic in women and in
connexion with vencral diseases. Desides this their duties inclwde weltare
work in connexicn with heggers, women and children whose morals are in
<danger and juveniles who are morally and physically negleeted. They
accompany women and children to police courts and institutions, ave present
at the taking of depositions from them in ecases of sex erimes and  mis-
demeanous, endeavour to reclaim women who drink and protest those whose
‘hushands drink. They act as wardresses in prisons and take charge of a
Police Juvenile Jlome and Flostel for Women and Girls’.

“Lately in Liverpool a motion to employ women police was passed.
Thos: that were in favour of the resolution advocated that if mewmbers and
other citizens of hoth the sexes ought to be protected the presence of women
on the police i% very necessary. Now we have an Act for the suppresion
-of immoral traffic and that Act gives power to the police not below *he rank
of Sub-Inspectors to enter the brothels. Now if we have women trained in
welfare work they could he of great help to this sort of work. We do not
want women of the constable grade but we want women of higher educational
standard who have had training in welfare work, namely, expericnced nursces
who are now deing the duties of health visitors. Women doctors will be
very necessary. We will have to examine the ages of girls, especially when
the Sarda Act is enforced, the age of women, children will have to be
- detected and that can be done only by women doetors. Any law that has to
be administered will have to be administered in such a way as it will not
adverscly affeet the poor and the weak. The arm of law does not affect the
rich. They do nnt need protection. Tt is only the depressed and the down
trodden that need our help. Very often we know and we realize that in
administoring laws of this kind it is only the poor that are oppressed and
molested. The other day we had a case of a poor Adi-Dravida woman ;for
the small theft of an umbrella being taken to the police station. By quoting
such cases, I do not mean to cast any reflection on the action of the pollf-e.
For protection of law and order we are greatly indebted to the police.

g 2 259 er=5—2A
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Tven in Great Britain the Women’s Association has advanced the necessty
for the presence of women in the police force. For discipline and preser-
vation of law and order British Police has been famed all over the world.
In the particular case I have quoted above, the poor Adi-Dravida woman
was molested tor the theft of an Umbrella. She was really innocent. 1ler
guilt was not even proved. She was taken to the police station  at ahout
& O'clock and she was kept in a room and she was deprivid of her cloth
and was beaten. Cases of this sort should be dealt with by women workers.
Women ave helping the judges and jurors. In Madras itsell and  other
district centres they serve as honorary magistrates,  Crimes are committed
both by men and women. 1f we want the law to he just and to he equitahly
administered without prejudice to either parties of hoth xexes, both  men
and women should co-operate with each other in the administration of that
law. That is my submission, Sir.

“ Again the other day the wife of a poor oil-monger was seduced hy a
brothel-keeper and her husband came to me and asked me to help him in the
matter. 1 tried my very best and sent my nurse who was clever enough  to
bring away that oil-monger’s wife from the brothel. DBut the brothel-keeper
again by some influence or other succeeded in  seducing  her and taking her
away from her husband. In this incident I could not get the help of the poiice
in getting the woman back from the brothel, we all know how the police deal
with the vegetable women sellers. With regard to these women, vegetable
gellers, we had interpellations in this Council the other day about the way in
which they were molested by the police. After all these poor women may he
innocent. So what I submit is that the law should protect the innocents. We
want trained women ; let us not call them police women, but let us call them
police assistants, or police welfare workers. Necessarily we need woraen doe-
tors. The Commissioner of Police in the examination of women criminals and
the determination of the age of girls may need the help of women. Even eri-
minals may not like examination by men. They have also a certain amount
of sclf-respect and may rcfuse to be examined by men doctors. Why should
we do things which may be revolting to them. Even in Austria the association
of women went on deputation to the Police Commissioner and urged that it
was necessary to have women on the police force and the Commissioner of
Police listened to them very carefully and gave a sympathetic reply. 1ln this
country where there is so much of seclusion of women and where women do
not move freely with men, unfortunately when the former become victims for
crimes, why should we make their position still more unbearable snd misera-
ble. I appeal to this hon. House and also the hon. the Home Member to look
into this matter and remedy the existing state of affairs. I am very glad that
the term of the hon. the Ilome Member has heen extended by one year. e
has been with us for the last three years and hisx experience and knowledge
must go & great way in the administration of law. Now we have had his assis-
tance in the passing of the Bill for the suppression of brothels and immoral
traffic. The hon. the Home Member has had experience of the working of the
Madras Children Act. Even that Act needs many amendments to enable us.
to bring it in a line with similar legislations that exist in other countries of
the world. I hope Liefore he retires from his office he will see that suitable:
machinery iy created to work these Acts in a just and humane spirit. ”

(Taken from the Proceedings of Madras Legislative Council, Yol LIII, 1930.):
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Lrem the rare-jowrnal:

EPITOME OF THE RAMAYANA.
Taken by : S. G. EVAN PRINCE,
Research Officer.

In a letter from Lieut, Col. Delamain to Gren—

Dear General.—Were 1 to give you mercly the account of whit you saw
in the lines, you would have a very unconncected and unsatisfuctory tale. The
sepoys, for numy suceessive days prior to the grand finale, carry on a kind of
historiec drama of Rama’s entire history, commencing even with his bhirth, I
thought they might have contented themselves with the celebration of his vie-
torics ; but they urged, that if they did not bring him into the world they
could not make him fight his battles ; to this I could make no reply. Poerhaps,
therefore, you will prefer that I should prefix a short account of the causes
and progress of this far famed expedition.

It scems that scveral authors, or rather copyists, have written Rama-
yanas besides Valmeeki, whose performance is the most ancient. In the copies
miany discrepancie§ may arise ; and indecd I find, on comparison, that they
do differ in some trivial points.

The Ramayan says the expedition took place in the second age, ﬂ_le
Trita Yoga. Hunter, in his dictionary, lays it down as having occurred o
the 1600th vear B.C.

1t is the common idea that the loss of Secta caused the war against
Rawan ; but it appears that his fate was decided long before ; enmity having
existed between the families when Rama way not yet in existence. This arose
from the disclosures made by Narad, a divinity, and musician to Rawan ; that
the seventh ootar, or descent of the dcity, in the person of Ramchuudra, would
prove fatal to him. Rawan, apprchensive of the fulfilment of this prophecy,
sought the destruction of Rama by every means he could devise. lven betore
his birth, he carricd off Konsilla, and confined her in a cage in lunka, in
charge of Raghoo Mutseh ; Gurool,* however, cffected her release and escape; .
she married Raja Dasarath, and produced Rama,

Though Rama was aware of his divinity and of the obhject of his des-
ecnt, the influcnce of Keikyee, the second wite of Dasarath, was the apparent
canse of his leaving Oudh for the Dukhan, she had obtained from her hushand
a promise to grant her one request, in consequence of having supplied with
her arm the place of a broken axletree to hig ruth (chariot), when in a dan-
gerous situaticn ; and of this she took advantage of effect the absence of
Rama for fourteem yvears, that her own son, Dharvata, might succeed to the
threne of Oudh. Rama departed ; his route lay hy Praug (Allahabad, the
Prayaga, by way of distinction), to which place he travelled in his father’s
ruth-; Sectha his wife, and his full brother Lukshmun, were his companions.
‘When he recached Chitrakot, in Bundelkhund, he found his rclations from
Oudh (excepting Raja Dasarath, who had died) had also arrived there. to-
entrecat him to return, the kingdom being in great confusicr; Bharata, when-
aware cf the intrigues of his mother to the prejudice of Rama, having refused
to reign Rama, however, replied that his pilgrimage must be fulfilled, and
lefs them,.l. ;ansn (RTIT BY) IR TS TP TRIT IR I

TNy grqre B ety g 2 oo owm gl Vg s B mend giww B Lo .
o /'f_:'|-1ﬂ ‘;1_,1__'\52'1}1‘0%1‘?5% through Malwa, he.was met and recognized by Surbhung:
Mant, a'saipt; Who burnt himself in’devotion, to bis, godhead, |

At Dunduk-bun, Rama restored to their human form, and translated
to heaven, the whole population of that. country,.which had been metamor-
phogad, by deatsq, intp -3 forest or wilderness, Ilc next observed a large heap
of; bones, and, pn, aspeg'Sa.ining, that they were, the remains of holy meon, which
had been gnawed and devoured by the Rakshascs: (giants or demons), he inade
a vow to annihilate that detestable race. Iere Rama inquired of another
mi»tfwed.lﬁgqs&-bium,.ﬂw road he; ought ito pursue. for the, safety of his

family. Agust, whe had;been mych, gnnoyed by the Rakshases, and wishing
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Rama to overcome them, selfishly recommended him to go to  Dunchbuttee,
which was in fact the place where the danger was greatest. Rama, however,
followed his advice, and took up his abode at that place, which was sitvated
on the banks c¢f the Godavery.

It was during his residence here, in a hut overlooking the river, that
Soopnikha, the sisier of Rawan, approached him in the form of a beautiful
woman.  She professed to be enamoured o him, and said she was resolved
Be should espouse her. Rama smiled, and turning towards Seetha, who sat by
hiis side, he said he was already married, but that with Lukshmun,  She might
have bettar suceess.  Upon him, therefore, she used her arts, but in vain *
she endeavoured to intimate him, when he, ungallantly, cut off her nose and
gars. The news of this act was the signal of open war, and the conscquent
attack of her i{hree Lrothers, khur, Dekhun, and Th~era, terminated in their
death by the hand of Rama alone, Lukshimun being in charge of Sceta,

Raman was, however, somewhat revenged in the success of his plot to
earry of Sceta. While Rama was hunting, Marcitsh, a celehrated Rakshasa,
was directed to attract his attention in the form of an antelope,  Rama shot
him ; when the Rakshasa uttered the name of * Lukshmun ) the voice reached
even to him and Secta, who were at home Sceta was alarmed ; and, imagining
that it was the voice of Rama in distress, entreated Lukshmun to leave her
and go to his aid. 1le, after some hesitation acquieseed; but first drew a
cirele round her, charging lier not to leave it. Immediately atter his depar-
ture, a beggar appeared—a hramin—it was Rawan, in disguise. e solicited
alms, but would accept them on no account unless she brought them to him
outside the circle. She at length, vespecting his sanetity, left it ; he instan-
tancously placed her in his car, and mounted alort to the skies.

‘When Rama and Lukshmun returned, and found Seeta gone, thev were
inconsolable ; they went off to the woods about Pumpasur and engaged in
prayer. Shugreem, a personage combining the triple form of raja, deota, and
monkey (though a wanderer, having been deposed by his brother Bal), obsevv-
ed them and sent Hunooman, his confidant, to ascertain who they were. A
conference ensued between Rama and Shugreem. in which the latter informed
him that he had heared the lamentations of a female from above ; and, ¢on
looking up, he obscrved Seeta whirled through the air; in his alarm he ejacu-
lated with great fervour, “ Ram ! Ram !” and Sceta immediately let fall a
strip of her garment near him; he presented this to Rama, who recognised it
as Seeta’s. Rama was obliged, however, to pass the rainy season here, during
which period he killed Bal, and reinstated Shucreem on the throne ; he then
made his arrangements for the approaching war.

Meanwhile Seeta was sccurely  lodged in Lunka.  Jutaee, indeed,

atterapted her rescue in the air, but was wounded in the beak and wings, and
fell to the earth.

Now, by Rama’s directions, Shugreem scleeted four leaders for the great
army destined to scarch for the place of Sceta’s captivity, namely, Neel,
Ungad, Hunooman and Jamont. Her release, however, and the defeat of the
great enemy, he reserved for himself ; so powerful indeed was he, that none
other could have accomplished it, for Rawan is represented as having so in-
gratiated himself with Brahma, by his austerities and devotion, as to obtain
from him a promise that he should be uninjured by the most potent deotas.
Presuming, therefore on this assurance, he had become the oppressor and pest
of the curth. Apprehension from men or brutes he had none; though one
would have imagined that his pride might suffer some check from the circum-
stance of Rama breaking the bow at Junukpoor, which his competitors, Rawan
among the rest, were unable to lift, and by which act he obtained the hand of
Seceta. : .

But a fatality attended him, and he was so confirmed in the idea of his
infalliability, that, in his devotions, when he saw it written that he should Le
Jestroyed by man, he smiled at the omen, and said “ Ah, poor Brahma, he is,
indeed, getting old now and in his dotage. ” ’ '

Tk

~ The amiy (all deotas under'.brutish,forms) procesded to the southward;
#nd after somc difficulties and privations reached tli¢ shore of the - eccin.
Here, however, they remained in some perplexity as to, their further atempts,
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when- Sumput, the. vulture, told them that Lunka was the direction they must
take, and that though old, so keen wag his sight, that he even then helild
Sceta. It had been forctold, he added, that by direeting their route. Rama
would restore his plumage ; meanwhile he lived retived in the neighbouring
cavern.  “ Jutace, ” continued he, *is my brother ; in early days with adven-
turous ambition, we strove to reach the sun; Jutace snon relinquished the
attempt ; but 1, persevering suftered for my presumption ; my wings were
parched by the heat, and 1 fell to the ground. Now, I must inform you, that
whoever has the agility to leap 100 joguns (400 coss) is the person Rama
needs. Al stood aghast or made excuses ; Jamont (who by the way was an
honest bear) said he was too old ; Ungad said he might leap thither, hut how
e¢ould he ensure his retirn, and so on. At length, Jamont addressed ilunoo-
man, saying, “ Why are you silent, you are the most sagacious and alert, and
ave particularly sclected hy Rama.”  Ilunocoman, who had indeed received
a ring from Seceta, was pleased with this speech ; an extreme bhrightness sur-
rounded him, and in size he became equal to Sumer, which is the king of
nountains.  ** To reach Lunka and to destroy it ”, said he, “ will be sport to
me. ” Dut Jamont eautioned him, that he should only see Sceta and come back,
Then lunooman, desiring them to await his return, and amuse themselves
with eating fruit, mounted the summit of a hill, and sprung from it with the
swiftness of an arrow.

Some adventures happened to him in crossing the sca ; Meenak arose
and invited him to rest himself half way;* but his greatest danger arose from
a Rakshassa, a resident of the ocean, who was in the habit of drawing down
animals by seizing their passing shadows, and devouring them.  ITunooman,
however, avoided the snave, slew him, and reached the opposite shore in
safcety.

Hunooman bent his course towards Lunka, and saw the stupendous {ort
on the summit of the Tirkootee ; it was gold, and surrounded by the ocean,
He passed animals of every description, numerous baolees, tanks, and groves
of the Asog.** The troops were admirable, and here and there was a gyme
nasium for martial excrcises. The common food of the Rakshasas was cows,
men, buffaloes, &c. On entering Lunka, he despatched a Rakshini (a female
Rakshasa), who told him she would eat all thieves who came to Lunka. Jie
now made a scarch for Secta through the town, ag far as the palace of Rawan ;
then to that of Koeomkurn, his brother ; they were hoth asleep ; the body of
the latter was 100 joguns in length ; to onc waking day, he contented himself
with the moderate proportion of six months’ sleep. Still he fonnd not Secta,
and became zlarmed. At length, he observed the characters “ Rama ” inscrib-
ed on & wall, and a toolsce tree over the gate ; by these he recognised a cotary
of Rama and Mabhadeo ; and the inmate erying out “ Ram, Rawm !” dissipated
all higs doubts. This proved to he Bebhee Kshan, who, notwithstanding his
devotion to Rama, was brother of Rawan. Hunooman disclosed his mission,
under the form of a bramin, and Bcebhee Kshan pointed out a grove of Asog
as the retreat of Sceta. There, indeed, he beheld her, and, approached sceretly,
perched upon a branch of the tree under which she sat. At this juncture,
Rawan, atfended by a numberous party of Rakshinis, came towards her: he
began by harsh terms, and with threats to maltreat her, nay, to put her to death
in case of non-compliance with his wishes ; to all which she replied, ** Dost
thou not fear the arrow of Rama ”,

At Jength, Rawan and the Rakshinis having ceased to torment her, she
was left alone, when Hunooman dropped the ring before her. She knew it
and was delighted but anxious to learn whence it came; he leapt down in front:
of her, but she turned from the gaze of his monkey-face, till he swore the
nacred token had been confided to him.

To her inquiries after Rama and Lukshmun he replied, that they would
come in person and release her, and that Narad would proclaim their fame
through heaven, carth and hell. Seeta was doubtful of their ability to conquer
such formidable enemics, but belicved when Hunooman again shewed himself’
as the great Sumer. ‘

+ * A poetic allusion to the situation of the island of Mana. Notwithstanding the
local coincidences which occur, the natives are unwilling to admit the identity of Lunkm
and Ceylon. -

** Hunter calls it the deodaroo, but the patives say it is not. The uvaria longifolia
is the botanical name he gives it
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Now Hunooman, having satisfied his hunger by eating some of the fruits
that abounded in the gardens, got embroiled with the guards of Rawan. So
well, however, did he keep his ground, that in one of the various cencounters
Le even slew thie son of Rawan, Uchukoomar ; and afterwards wounded the
Lrother, Meghnaud, who was sent against him.  Meghnaud, however, rocover-
ing, took an opportunity of shooting the utr-birmha (or arrow of Hrahma) at
Tluncoman, who had again ascended a tree, when he  fell  senseless on the
ground, and was scized by the Rakshases, who carried him in  triumph to
Rawan, and the people flucked to see this wonderful monkey. In Rawan's
presence he replicd so boldly, that, but for the intercession of Bebhee Kshan,
Rawan would have put him to death, “ At all events, ” said he, ** put plenty
ot cloth round his tail, and oil it well, and by the time he reaches Rama it
will be burnt off, and they will Jearn the consequences of  disturbing us. ”
When Hunooman heard this order, he was no wise alarmed, but seerctly
rejoiced, and the more cloth they twisted the more he lengthened his tail ;
indeed it grev to such amazing dimensions that it took all the cloth and oil
in Lunka. Crowds fiocked to sce the amusing sight. When the fire was put
to his tail he expanded his form, and burst the rope that held hin, lcaping
cn the neavest house, which he fired, and continued jumping from one house
to another, till not a house in Lunka, save Bebhee Kshan’s remined.  Then,
indeed, did the people cery, * this is no monkey, but a god ! ”

Ilunooman, when the mischief was done, went to the sea-side, and
quenched the fire at his tail ; he then hastened to Seeta, and obtained from
her a bracelet as a token to Rama. She declared that she could not survive
one month ; he comferted her, however, and departed.

On his return to the army, Jamont and the rest saw success depicted
in his countenance ; they returned rejoiced to Rama, and many were the gratu-
lations that passed. All, however, acknowledged that HHunooman was the
only hero. Rama embraced him and asked news of Sceta ; llunooman present-
ed the bracclet, and related his tale. Rama was for a moment sad ; he then
said to Shugreem “no time must now be lost ; assemble all your monkies and
bears. ”  This was immediatcly done, and Rama and Lukshmun marched

down to the sea ; the troops regaling themselves with the fruits the whole way,
worsting the Rakshases whenever they opposed them.

When these events reached the ears of Mundoodree, the consort of
Rawan, she could not refrain from expressing her apprehensions to him.
Rawan laughed bheartily, and said, “ this is always the way with women”
She entreated him at least to let Seeta go ; but he laughingly replied, “ let the
monkies and bears come ; our poor Rakshases are hungry enough. ”

At the hall of audience, he learned the arrival of Rama on the oppo-
site shore. Inquiring of his council as to his mode of proceeding, they said
unanimously, * after yvour numerous victories, you cannot have much to appre-
hend from such a foe as this—a rabble of monkies!” When Bc¢bhee IKshan
arrived, he strenuously advised him, however, to restore Seeta, and high words
acrose between them ; but a kick from Rawan terminated the discussion, and
Bebhee Kshan went over to Rama, who receiv

: _ } s ed him most graciously, gave
him the tiluk, and named him Raja of Lunka. They then went to the sea-
shore and conferred together respecting the pas :

sage over: A
At this time, 8 spy of Rawan entered the camp, under the disguise of
- a monkey ; he was discovered, and had not Lukshmun interceded, would have
been severely handled. Lukshmun, however, merely dismissed him with a
note to Rawan to this effect: “ QO fool, restore Seeta, confer with Rama, or
‘meet thy death.”  All this was lightly treated by Rawan, who only talked
about eating the monkies. The messenger too reported numerous leaders, and
that the army consisted of cighteen puddums;* that Rama had demanded of

‘Sumoonder the road for his troops, but he replied not, till Rama observing
- that fear alone would operate, drew an arrow from his qniyer, and. immediafely
-the occan was oppressed with a burning heat ; then Sumoonder arose, in the
ggrb of a })ran.ml, and presented a casket of jewels and pearls to Rama, obser-
ving that in his presence sky, earth, water, air, and fire, were as nought; that
“#wo brothers in his ariny were destined to construct the bridge, naming Nul
-#nd Necl, und Sumoonder then withdrew., . s TR e m L

#+ .9 The lowest conputation of a puddum is thirty millions of, mjllions, _
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‘Nul and Neel wore immediately set to work ;' the army brought down
Yocks and trees, which they placed with such art that the hridge was soon
finished, and their names rendered immortal. Still it was loo narrsw for
‘such a host ; sume, indeed, leapt and flew, while the rest, getting on the hacks
of the monsters of the decp, who came in shoals to the surface to sec the sight,
oftccted a passage over. Rama and Lukshmun brought up the vear, and were
beyond mecasure diverted with the scene.

On their arrival before Lunka, Mundoodree reiterated to RBawan  her
entreaties to rosign Sceta ; she fell on her knees, and, seizing his hand, said,
“every thing evinces Rama’s superior power.”  Then enumerating  his
exploits she continued, * to such a sun thou art but a 2low worm, and your
name will be more celebrated in future ages by concession than by hatgle, ”
“Their son, Purhast, ton, said he was not airaid to fight, but ac. ~ ¢ . osto-
ration of Sceta ; that, then, if Rama persisted, war was advizable.  Rawan,
in turn, detailed hix vietorics aver Itoarn, and Koober, and Powun, and .Jum,
and Ial, and overrods, spivits, and devils.  Mundoodree was in despair, and
saw his approrehing fate. In the evening, Fawan was scated in an clevated
siruarion, listening to songs, when Rama, looking towards Lunla from the
hill Soobel, ebserved 1o Nebhee Wshan, “ there appears a cloud hanging over
the city and lighining flashing in it.” Dibhee Kshan replied, that the conld
he saw was the awning spread over the terrace of Rawan, and the lighting
merely the iewel in the ear of Mundoodree, Rama, smiling at Rawan’s indiffor-
ence, delivered an arrow, which kneeked down the awning, swept awer  (he
car-ring from Mundoodree’s ear, and a diadem from one of the  heads of
Rawan, The attendants were amazed, saying “ there is no carthquake, neither
docs the wind blow; whenee come this, "—“ What matter ” said Rawan, *if
my crown fall ; T have a hundred times sacrificed my head, and am 1 the worse
for it, ” :

The next day Sookhsarun, a counsellor, accompanied Rawan to the
top of his palace, and pointed out to him the nst renowned of the enemy’s
generals, and the force attached to cach. “ That black expanse,” said le,
“ hotween heaven and carth, like a cloud in Bhadou (the rainy mentll) con-
sists of bears; and those red spots on the horizon are monkey chiefs, who
fling hills and trees about like dust. ”  One shewed so fine a tail that it resem-
bled a ladder to heaven ; another looked as if he could eat Lunka. * Thera 7,
continued he “ stands Rama, who, though in the form of a man, is the lord of
the world : he holds a bow and arrow : Lukshman on his right, and your
brother, with the tiluk; on his left hand.”  After this animated deseviption,
Rawan received Ungad, who came to the hall of andience with proposals from
Rama : he sat like- a black mountain, and the thick curly hair that covered
him was as the forests down its sides. Ungad was not intimidated, but pro-
posed that Rawan should come to Rama and supplicate his forgivencss, with
a straw in his mouth,® as a token of his entire submission ; Mundoodree and
Secta were to accompany him. To this proposal Rawan replied, * thou fool, ”
Rama Chundra is too much taken up with the thoughts of his wife to attend
sufficiently .to war. - You ‘who unpitying saw your father, and Shugreem his
brothier (Bal), dethroned and killed by your present master, are worthless.
My lirother is no match for me. Jamont is decrepit and unfit for fight, and
Nul ‘and Neel are only'fit for masons. I admit that the monkey who came and
burnt T.unka was a stout fellow.”— He waa one of the smallest,” said 1ngad,
“ and only ‘send’ ofi_anerrand—not to burn the ecity. ”

- Puring a tedious altercation, and such as the alleged power and fero-
city-of Rawan should mot have submitted to, his crowns fell from his heads ;.
“ Urigad - got four of them and sent them to camp, where thev were first the
objects of fear, then of curiosity. Thus, after bearing the insolence of Ungad,
he was destined to encounter, during the reinainder of the day, the reproaches -
of his wife. N N S

‘On {'ngad’s report of the state of Lunka, the immediate aitack of the
place was determined upon. The plan was to surround it, and assail at the
same time the four gates. During several successive days, however, the attacks |
of the assailants and the sallies of the besieged were carried on with various

® A Hindoo custom.’ oy 7
9. 2 259 e71-3—3 s
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succeas. The bearw and monkics claimbed up the battloments in countlesy
numbers, sometimes hurled back again to the ground by thoe Rakshasw, and
sometimes gaining the rampart and overthrowing them in their turn. At one
time Hunoomun and Ungad even reached the palace, and tore up some of the
golden pillars of the Iall. In a sally agam made by the hasieged, under the
guidance of Unce, Unkpan, and Teckace, three Rakshasa chiefs, great havoo
was made ; but by order of Rama the day was recovered through tho aid of
Hunoomun and Ungad, many Rakshases being slain and many tossed into the
sca, where the inhabitants of the deep devoursed them. The post of ITunoomun
wan at the western gate, opposite the bastion where Meshnaud commanded
these old antagonists met twice, and cach was wounded in his turn,

Rawan, wlo found that many of his powerful leaders were vinin, pgain
asked advice, and as usual refused to take it. When Rama's army  again
approached the walls, with the intention of sealing them, the cnraged Mogh-
paud rushed out to mecet them, exclaiming “ Where is this Rama, and luksh
mun, and Ungad, and Nul and Neel, and ITunooman, my fathers foew. ” e
then delivered several arrows, which in their course assumed a serpentine form
and caused great dismay among the Dears and monkies, During his advance,
Kunooman drove a rock upon him, which he avoided hy changing his shape
and mounting in the air; his chariot ; horses, and  driver were. however,
erushed to picces  Meghnaud now approached Rama, and muttering a word
or two, levelled an arrow at him, but to his confusion it crumbled into dust.
Still he hovered about, and cast down fire from above, and drew up water
from below, and the Rakshasa army, with horrid vells, eried out * strike!
strike ! ”  And so great was the mingled mass of dust, and blood, and limbs,
and rocks, and trees, that an utter darkness overspread the ficld.  The monkices
then, in consternation, exclaimed. “ we have no help hut in Rama!” Rama,
smiling, drove an arrow through the mist and it was dissipated.

Reinforeements now were sent out by the Rakshas’ king, and Lukhsmun
advaneed to the aid of the opposite party. The battle was renewed ; Meghnaud
and Lukshmun had a severe struggle, but the former, having a presentiment
that from his antagonist he should meet his death, lct fly at length the utr-
birmbha, or dart of Brahma, and Lukshman fell sensclesy on the carth. The
united strength, however, of Meghnaud and all his chiefs could not raise him
to carry him off ere night closed in ; so that they left him there are returned
to Lunka ; the monkies retiring to their camp.

Rama, who saw all the chiefs return but Lukshmun, hecame alarmed,
and when he heard of his disaster his gricf was extreme. The body was
bmught In, and, at the suggestion of Jamont, Ylunooman procured a celebrated
physx.cmn. from Lunka, who directed that some one should be despatched to a
certain hill in the north, where along, he said, 2 remedy could he ohtained ;
and ITunooman, who was always on the alert, voluntcered to fetch it.

The instant Rawan heard of thig expedition of TTunooman, he despateh-
- od Kalpem to intercept him, and who accosted him at a temple of Siva which
Jay on the ro:ad, in the garb of a saint; and after some conversation, pretend-
od that he_wxshcd to disclose some incantations to him, Hunooman, however,
havnpg accidentally restored a woman who had been driven into the form of
a spider by some malicious person, and was crawling ahout there, she from
motives of gratitude put him on his guard against the Rakshasa ; so that
Hunooman, whilst he affected to listen to the spell the holy man was whisper-
mg, twisted his tail round his neck and strangled him. He then continued
his route; but unable to discover the remedy, he thought the shortest and
mfest course was to bring away the entire hiil. His reute ehaneed to Iay
" through Oudh, whepe Raja Bharsta, who was apprai of the Rakshas’ war,
suspecting this passing stranger, shot him ; Hunooman fell, repeating with his
last breath the name of Rama.

Bharat, being the convinced of his mistake, was sorely vexad, and in
fervent praver implored the aid of Rama. His prayer was heard, and Hunoo-
man revived. They then embraced, and Hunooman related the cause of his
Journcy, which when Bharat heard he was anxious that not another moment
should be .lost, and entreated him to sit with his hill on the point of his arrow.
that he might transport him back. Hunooman doubted mnot the power of
Bharat, but, wiching that the merit of the enterprize should be wholly his ewn,
declined the offer, and taking to the air, arrived at Lunka that night.
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He found Rama still l]amenting over the body of Lukshmun, and regretting
that he ‘had brought him to share his dangers ; but the Sujbwun (ihe name of
the remedy) was applied, and to the joy of Rama and the whole camp
Lukshmun was restored to life. Not so ] dusanun*, who was extreruely enraged
and perplexed at this resurrection. e went straight to Koomkurn, whose
remarkable somnolency has becn alrcady noticed, and duly found him aslcep,
looking like Kal (death). When roused at length from his slumber, the war
and his father’s distress were equally new to him, so that Rawan had to relate
the whole story from the captivity of Sceta. It then occurred to him that
Narad had once told him something ahout it, und he said his father had crred
in carrying off Seeta, but that he did not sce the necessity for waking him.
“ As it is, however,” continued he, “ I too will meet Ram Chunder.” His father
on this embraced him affectionately, and laid before him a hundred vesselg of
wine, and an immense number of buffaloes, sheep and other animals. When
he had devoured all, he is said to have uttered or produced a tremendous
sound like thunder.

Bebhce IChan saw, at break of day, the approach of his brother Koomkurn,
and immediately apprized Rama of it. He advanced alone amid a multitude
of foes, but all the ponderous missiles of the monkey camp were like lushing
an elephant with a straw. He received indeed a shock from ITunooman, but
he knocked him down in return.  Nul and Neel were laid low, as well as Ungad
and Shugreen, and myriads of smaller fry were levelled with the dust. He
took Shugrcem under his arm. and was carrying him along, but Shugrcem,
taking advantage of Koomkurn’s carelessness (who imagined him dead), bit off
his nose and escaped. Incensed at the Joss of his nose¢, he again made a great
noise like claps of thunder, and advanced. His terrific countenance scared the
monkies, and they all cried “ we cannot escape him now; it is Kal.” He
appcared neither to sec nor to hear. In his progress towards Ram Chunder
all oppesition was vain ; besides those he slew, he rubbed one crore of the foe
to-atoms by friction against his body; and another crore he ate. No sooner,
however, were the monkies put into his mouth, than they scampered out at his
ears.

By this time the Rakshasas had assembled to assist him, and Rama went
to the aid of his dishemtened army, leaving Lukshmun and the prineipal chiefs
to gnard the eamp. He tied a quiver round his waist, and held a how and
arrew in his hand. As he advanced, he twanged the string of his bow, and
the wound struck terror through the Rakshas host. He then shot 10,000 arrows
from his quiver, which were like dragons in their flight, and overwhelmed all
in darkness and confusion. As lightning plays and is lost in the murky cloud,
80 were the arroews of Rama entering the body of Koomkurn., The giant poised
8 mountain in either hand to hurl on Rama’s head, but each arm was succes
sively scvered from the body by his arrows. Thus lopped, his trunk stood like
Mundra,! and as the torrent dyed with geeroo (a red carth) bounds O’er the
steep and rugged precipice, so gushed the blood from his sides.

Now, with extended jaws, the monster approached Rama, and ecarth
trembled as he trod. Rama with his whole quiver filled the horried cavern;
but still he advanced till a circular arrow swept off his head; the heart-
appealling messenger fell at Rawan's feet, the carcase dropped to the ground,
and all the host beneath was erushed to dust,

Such was hoomkurn’s fate. The loss was deeply felt at the Rakshas’
court, a loss to them almost irreparable the king even was reproached for his
bad fortune. A few resolute words, however, from the lips of Mcghnad, in
some degree consoled them, and the next day was fixed on to decide his
fortune.

The prospects of Meghnad were great.  As the morning broke he approa-
ched the enemy scated on a flying and invisible chariot, the gift of Drahma.
Aloft he thundered on the puny foe, and enveloped them in sheets of fire. A
few monkies, with trees in their pows, flew up to reconnoitre the acrial enemy,
but returned in despair. He hedged his opponents round, as it were, with ®

* The ten-headed, i.e., Rawan, ‘
1-A famous mountain which churned the ocean.

g 259 v 3—3A
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cirele of javelins, nor did one excepting Jamount escape being transfixed with

a thousand darts. Lukshmun suflered with the rest, and even the mortal form..
of Rama was entangled in a noose thrown by Meghnad.  Jamont had the hardi-

hood to challenge this redoubtable fee, who, however, muttering some sarcasn

on lis impnrtance, darted at him his tiisol, or trident ; hut Jamont with great.
dexterity caught it in its flight, and, rcturning it upon Meghnad, picreed him.

At this moment he seized his leg, and retorting that he was not so old yet, hurled

him into Lunka. There Mcghnad, ashamed to meet the eve of Rawan, retived

to a hill and by prayer and by penance, sought to propitiate Brahma to aid him

further, but his f{oes, afraid of the result, gave him no time.. The monkics .
overturned his apparatus for a pooja, and even pulled hig hair and kicked him,

in order to distract his attenticn. At length, {rvitated past.endurance, he ross

and the monkies retired towards Lukshmun, by whose hand it was predestined

that he should die. Every spear or javelin that he flung was met and eramblad |
to the dust by the darts of Lukshmun, who, solemnly invoking the name of

Rana, shot an arrow, which spread like the beams of the rixing sun, and struck

off his heads and arms at a blow. Meghnad with his dyving breath called on

Rama and Lukshmun, and his right hand ascended to the ski-~.  With Meehnad

fell Rawan’s last and strongest prop ; the head was carried ‘off in triumph,

and the body placed by Hunooman upon one of the gates of Lunka. The gods
cast flowers on Lukshmun’s head, and when he appeared befure his brother, he -
was embraced and congratulated ; Rama passed his hand over his wounds and
they were healed. '

Meghnad’s hand fell into the garden of Seeloochuna, h's widow ; she was
sitting in her golden chair when her attendants informed. her of it. Little,
however. did she suppose it was her husband’s hand, having been' told that he
only, who should abstain from food and look not upon women'’s face twelve
years, should be his conqueror. Upon these terms her mind was tolerably at
ease, until the inspection of the hand told her that it was indeed Meghnad’s.
The hand opened, and chalk was put into it, when it .wrote, “such. is.
Lukshmun.”. .

 In her grief she retuned to the house, and destroying all thg valuables
said all was now useless to her. She then proceeded to Rawan, disclosed the
fatal news, and demanded permission to go to camp in search of her husband. -
The news was a death-blow to Rawan, but he was not dispirited, saying, “I, -
indeed, entertained hopes from these two brothers, but they have been defeated
by a pitiful race, and can no longer be classed with heroes.” He swore, how-
ever that he would revenge their death, and strove to console the widow, but -
in vain. She departed towards the camp, dressed in plain: attire, and when -
she¢ came into the presence of Rama she was much abashed ; but, recovering
hersclf, said, “ why should T explain my errand to you, who know all hearts,”.
and humbled herself before him. Rama was so pleased that he said, “ yes, and
I even will restore him to life if vou desire it.” When the erowd heard this,
they whispered, “ surely we have had trouble enough in killing him, what is
Rama thinking about—That too is in your power, ” replied Seeloochuna; “ but
my mind is determined to prefer death to life. Meghnad’y fame is gone, I
cannot recall that.” She then begged to take the head to her home, for that
she would burn with it. _

. But Shugreem was suspicious, and said, “ I fear this Rakshini is about
rlaying us some trick. T do not bclieve a hand cut off could write : let the
head smile and T will believe it.” The head was produced, Seeloo:huna wiped
the dust from it, and affectionately addressed it, when the head swiled ; this
was repeated till all were amazed and Shugreemn was ashamed, Rama said “ be
not alarmed ; she is a virtuous woman, therefore, the head smiled.”

Sccloochuna now obtained a day’s truce, she departed with the head of
her husband, and was met by the king and queen. At her desire, immediate:
preparations were made for her suttee. She blessed all around her, was burnt’
with the head to ashes, and went to heaven. )

Rawan lay upon the earth and wept, while those .about him reproached
him for his want of pruduence and foresight ; but he said, * all. we have now
to think of is to defcat the enemy.” At this moment a mutual understanding-
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took place between Rawan and his elder brother Mehrawun, king of Patal poor
(hell) represented te be underground, and inhabited by demons and serpents
The distress of his brother was known to Mchrawun, who intimated to him
that the height he should be released from his cnemies, and that when a sun
should rise, that moment of the night would be the signal of their departure.
Now tha sun rose, and Rama and Lukshmun (after the example of other
herocs of antiguity) descended to the shades below. Mchruwun, under the-
guise of Bebhee Khan, had entered their camp, in the centre of the cirrle he
sow Rama Lukshmun ; all were asleep ; he inumediately seized them and flew
off with them to the other world.

~ Rawan exulted when he saw the sun rise in the night, end when those in

camnp awoke their coneentration at finding their leader gone was indeseribable.
When Hunooman Jearned from Beblice Khan that Mehrawun and none other
could assume his forsm, he conjectured who had been the deceiver ; and, con-
juring them to gnard well the eamp from surprise during his abscenee, he st
off immediately to attempt their release. 1le was guided in his way by the
conversation of two vultures, who anticipated a meal of Rama, and had secretly
entered the image of the goddess Debee, when he saw Rama and Lukshmun
on the point of being made sacrifices at his shrine. The sabre of Mchrawun was
uplifted, and Rama, casting an anxious loock upon his brother, and “ now,
indeed, might Hunouman be serviceable to us.” He startled the demons by a
loud noise, and they said, “ Debee is angry;” then, enlarging his boly to an
enornious wize, he attacked and slow Mehruwun, and so great was his fury
that hefore he left he depopulated all hell.

/_ [
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No time was now lost in again investing Lunka. Rawan saw the Jcter-
mination of his cnemies ; and, calling his toops around him, said, ¢ let all who
wish to depart go now, and not run away in the battle.” Then, as the morning
broke,. he mounted his chariot, bright as the air itself, and with all the pomp
and circumstances of war, sallied forth, Every omen was unpropitious, but
he cared not. IHis army was composed of four distinet bodies ; on elephants,
on horsehack, in chariots, and on foot ; they were armed with swords and
shiclds, spears, chukurs,® and every weapon used in war. As they advanced
such .a dust was raised that the sky was darkened, the earth shook undcr them
but the air was still save from the echo of their songs.

Rawan now gave the word to charge, and the usual havoe took place
among the inferior classes. Rama, who stood barefooted, was entreated to
amount a chariot ; but he said “ fear not : I have the car of victory by my side.”
Each was equally cager in the attack, and all the heavenly host sat aloft in
their chariots to view the important issue, Rawan was repeatedly dismounted,
and his chariot destroyed by the hills. rocks, and uprooted trees, that showered
apor him, while he in his turn, wielding with his twenty arms his dreadful
darts and javelins, drove all opposition before him. Ife met Lukshmun, and
drove the spear of Brahma into his breast. He was horne away lifcless, but
Rama cried out, * think, Lukshmun, and remember thy birth ! ™  On this ke
arose, the javeling quitted his bosom and mounted to Brahma, and Lukshninn
poured his arrows se furiously upon Rawan, that he felled him to the ground ;
they quivered on entering his head like serpents darting into their holes
Thus exhausted, Rawan was with difficulty conveyed back to Lunka, and so
desperate was the fray that there was a sca of blood ; elephants and horses
were the fishes, and darts and spears biysed in it like dragons through the air.
During the alternate attacks. erores of headless bodies stalked about  the plain,
while the heads themselves, as they were cast npon  theiy  enemics,  cvied
“ Victory ! victory ! . The erows and kites flew off with some, and the viltures
tore out the entraile.

~* As now used by the Sikhs. I am told that the word “bhusoondee ” is used in some
copies, which is called “cannon”, as mounted on the wall of Lunka and throwing balls{
probably, however, it only alludes to some kind of lever similir to those used m
former times. The arrows of fire, their twisting direction and the danger of approach,
remind ‘one of rockets; but altogether the similarity is not sufficiently great to induce
the supposition that, they are the same. U _ K i .owm &

v
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But the day was not over. Rawan would bave scized this moment to
implore the interposition of Brahma ; but the foe attacked him (as they had
Meghnad) even in his palace ; they insulted the females; and: called him” &°
hooglal. 1le could pray no more, but rushed out after his tormentors, and,
regardless of the event, again went in search of Rama ; the vultures perrhed
upon his heads as he advanced. The gods, who xaw  him approach, were
again apprchensive for the safety of Rama ; and to their great jov and that of
the whole army, he at length mounted the charviot of Indra, drawn by four
inunortal horses, He laughed when they entreated him to delay killing the
monster no longer. ‘

Rama desired his army to remain tranquil while he advanced in  the
chariot. The cnraged Rawan exclaimed, ** 1 do not bend as other have done
ercen thyself, or this day thou shalt pay the forfeit of all thy murders.”
Rama smiled at this threat, and the cloud of weapons, which appeared to
overwhelm him, tell harmlesy and shattered before the superior virtue of lis
own. As fast. however, as the arms and heads of Rawan were lopped off,
they werc restored, and, in an endeavour to screen Bebhee Khan, Rama was
at length wounded by Rawan with a spear of Brahma. The blow left him
senseless, when Bebhee Khan ran up with an iron mace and struck Rawan
on the breast; but ITuncoman, who saw the precarious situation of Bebhee
Khan, attempted his rescue, in which, however, he too reccived a blow which
induced him to take to the air. Rawan seized his tail as he rose, and the
battle was resumed in the skies ; the shock was like the clashing of Kijil und
Sumer, whilst below Rawan had so much multiplied his forin that every enemy
thought he saw a Rawan before him. }unooman felt his inability to conquer

his opponent; he called therefore upon Rama, and they fell together to the
ground. ' : g

Rama was now recovering, and the gods threw flowery upon him, which
the angry Rawan observing, he looked towards them and exclaimed, * what
behaviour is this from you who have hitherto heen my slaves! ” He thereupon
made a demonstration towards them, which (excepting Brahma, Mahadeo, and
one or two more who were in the secret) struck the heavenly assemblage with
dismay; each was ahout to shift for himself, but Ungad saved the credit of the
gods by following Rawan and pulling him down hy the heels The illusion of
the countlesy Rawans, which covered the field, was now dispelled by Rama’s
arrows, which inspired fresh spirits into his army; and in the contest which
ensucd Rawan was overwhelmed, Nul and Neel and Shugreem leaped from one
head to the other, cutting off the noses of each, and Jamont seized the oppor-
tunity of stamping on his breast, which left him motionless. Aided, however,
by the darkness of the night, which overtook them, Rawan was conveyed in 8
spare chaviot to Lunka, and the others were glad to get to their camp.

The solitary Sectha expreswed great anxiety as to the result of the day, in
a conversation which she held with Tirjutta, a Rakshini attendant. “ When, ”
cried she, “ will Rawan he destroyed ” Tirjutta replied, “ Oh, Scctha, in his
heart has Rawan impressed the image of Lukshme ;* while that exists he is
immortal, but deprived of the recollection of her he dies.” Seeta remained in
great alarm till her lcft arm trembled, which she knew to augur well, and she
went to rest.

" In the middle of the night, Rawan, unconscious of what had passed, called
out to his charioteer, and angrily asked him why he was off the ficld of hattle ?
‘This being explained to him, he waited with impatience the dawning of that
day which was to decide his fate.*®* He then went forth in the same form as
on the day hefore. The foe was again in terror from the astonishing nuultiplhi-
entinn of his faria ; he raised a fire throughout filled with snakes, which twisted

1 A pzddy bird @ alluding te the bert position of the neck, which implied that he was
pot praying but looking for something to eat.

* Seerq was an avalar of Lukshme,

#* This was on the 10th day of Asin, which, in consequence of this great victory, has
been generally selected as a fortunate gay for military enterprise : but it is not necessarily
connected with the Doorga Pooja ; for it seems that the bedes (Vedas) of Lahore, Benarcs
and Bengal differ ; so that at Benares there is no ceremony at all on the 10th of Asin
Bhookl Puksh, but the Bengals throw debec into the river that day, having obtained all
their desires during the nine preceeding ones. The Marathas differ again; they have
probably selected the day for the reason given : but I should take it to be.nearly
the celebration of their plundering life, which their worshiip of a mare and a horse en
the 9th and 10th days, and the ceremony of spoliation, sufficiently denote. : o
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tound thoir bodies: and destroyed them, and the carnage was renewed. By his
apreading arrows, Kama swept off hia ten heads and twenty arms at once, hut
they rcturned and: cried out * Victory to Rawan ”! But the person of Rams
was this day invulnerable, and wearied at length with the unavailing contest,
he turned and cast a look of inquiry upon Bobhee Khan. Bebhee Khan said,
# Oh, Maharaj, in his navel doth he possess the imreet, or water of iramortality;
with that ha cannot die.” Rama put onc and thirty arrows in his how ; at
this moment the earth shook violently, every omen that was dreadful unfolded,
and Mundoodree was absorbed in grief. e pulled the fatal string; one
arrow of fire entered Rawan’s navel, and the imreet was dried up, the immortal
liquor, the eesence of Lukshnie ; the remaining thirty loopped off his heads and
arms. The body cried, “ Where art thou, Rama, that I may kill thee ”. But
another arrow cleft the giant in two, and every mountain tottered as the picces

fell.® :

Now the air rung with acclamations  of  “jv, jy, Ram Chunder!” and
flowers were seatiored around him by the heavenly host.  Indra, descending
sprinkled the water of life over the field, and immediately every monkey and
bear arcse and was nhede whole ; but the Kakshases slain remained rotting on
the gronnd.  Mundoodree, to whose palace the heads and arms of Rawan were
carried hy Rama’s arrows, came forth to lament over the remains of her
devoted hushand, in which Bebhee Khan too joined her. Rama, however, stnt
Lukshmun to console them ; and, after performing such rites as the occasion
required, Mundoodree returned with her train to her apartments, while Bebhee
Khan, by Rama’s order, attended by all the principle Chiefs, entered the city,
and in due form was placed on the throne of [lunka. Bebhce Khan then
returned and made his obeisance to Rama.

Hunooman, too, was in vhe meantime despatched to give the jovful tidings
to Seeta. She was not long in preparing to leave her retreat ; and, accom-
panied by all the chiefs of the army, entered the camp. Here sho alighted
from her litter, and the surrounding crowd worshipped her ; but on approach-
ing Rama, he uttered some doubtful expression of her fame and of her purity
in the cstimation of the world. On hearing this, she immediately ordered
faggots to be collected and set fire to ; when, stepping into it, she eried, “ If
I be not faithful to Rama, may this flame consume me!”  Shortly the fiame
gave a sudden bhurst, and the Genius of Fire, taking Secta by the hand, led
her to Rama, saying, “ Take thy Secta” and the acclamations were repeated
and increased.

It becomes now necessary to mention that, when at Panchbuttee, Rama
took an opporianity, in Lukshmun’s absence, to unfold to Sceta the true nature
of his expedition, that by the aggression of the rape of his wife, ‘was Rawan
destined to die. She saw the delicacy of the case, and consented to pass into
fire during the war: this was lighted, she entered it and disappeared; and a
fictitious Seeta sat by Rama in her stead. Thus did the false Sceta perish in
the Hame, when the real one was restored to Rama. This was a secret locked
‘in his breast alone.

Now Bebhee Khan wished Rama to perform the ceremonies of bathing, and
to permit him to distribute presents to the army. Rama replied, “ Till T see
‘Bharata, I can do nothing ; in fourteen years I must return to Oudh, or we
<hall never meet. Do you, however, risc in the air in your chariot, and at once
dispense your favours ; the scramble will soon be over; but a distribution
would be too tedious.” Bcebhee Khan, therefore, adopted this mode of shewing
‘his gratitude towards them. After which, the unwilling army, at Rama’s
desire, bade him farewell ; Hunooman, Nul and Neel, Shugreem, Jamont, and
Ungad only remaining, who, before they departed for Oudh assumed the
human form. '

The party mounted their fllying chariots. On cvossing the sea, Sumoonder
came forth and supplicated not to be left fettered by the bridge which com-
pletely sct his power at nought ; Rama desired Hunooman to break it down,

* You will remark that the catastrophe does not tally with that which you saw oa
the parade, which is certainly heterodox ; but as the gunpowder in his breeches is better
adapted to stage-eftect, the conflagration is referred to the subsequent funeral rites

~pecformed by Mundoodree,
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‘and Sumoonder was released. They returned by tho same route ; holy men
from cvery quarter came out to meet thems, and from Praug (AHahabad)
Tunooman was despatched to apprize Bharat of his hrother’s approach, This
Joyful intelligence was immediately published, and all the population of Oud'h
accompanied Dharat to greet their arrivil ; Rama took  possession  of  the
kingdom, over which he reigned ten thousand year. :

Such are the chief incidents eontained in the Ramayan, T had not antici-
pated such a voluminous affair; hut with every endeavour at compression, 1
could not well curtail it more without breaking the thread of the story.  You
will agree with me that the fisht has  heen dreadfully  tedious ; when  you
reeclle s, however, that it is the substance of a large quarto, that cach of the
three great Rakshasa chiefs fought six weeks, and that a six weeks' hattle
contintted after their death (the whele Iasting six months), vou will not ¢on-
sider the tax upon vour patience to he too severe. At the same time you are
not likely to 1egret the omissions, which consist principally of dull details,
rc¢petition and pooja.

The cxhibition of these feats is called the Ram Lecla or the diversions of

Ram ; and the title reminds me of a story of Akber, which was told me at
Futtehpoor Rikree, and which is too much to the purpose to omit.

Akbar was much in the habit of arguing with Deerbul, his  Hindoo
minister ; and contended one day, that a god, like Ram-Chunder, selecting an
army of bears and moenkies as the medium of divine justice, and suffering
insults and mortifications, when he might equally have accomplished his end
by means more decisive and suitable to his dignity, cast rather a shade of
ridicule upon the tale, and tended to throw discredit on his divinity. Beerbul,
with some theological tact, obscrved in return, ** Your Majesty has at your
disposal the lives of millions of subjects, and all they possess is at your nod.
The courts of your palace might, by a word, he choked with the choicest pro-
duce of the lakes and rivers; still have 1 observed your Majesty sit by the
hour, in the anxious and eager expectation of hooking an unguarded hungry
fish sometimes they were too cunning for you, but when you caught them, your
Majesty has rejoiced. This is your amusement ; that was Rama’s”.

. - Notwithstanding the ingenious defence of Beerbul. T confess that T was
out of all patience with the strange incongruous group with which the Ramayan
presents us.  Monsters and incidents ave heaped upon us without consistency
or merey ; and if such be the reereation of a god, all we can say is, that most
men would bz ashamed of it. Nueither -can be reconcile the prescience and
power of the god, as united with the ignorance and weakness, and consequent
mortification, of the mortal. The association with the man’s distress makes
the god contemptible ; and all that the man does, the god gets the eredit of.
Old Rawan was bad enougli, no doubt ; hut I pity even the devil when he fights
against fata. Homer spoiled all his hattles by allowing the gods to interfere.

I remain, yours &C.
J. DELAMAIN.

P.S. T got a look at Moore’s Pantheon the other day. As it would appear
that he has no suspicion of a false Secta, T send you the translation of a few
couplcts, which particularly relate thereto: from which you will be able to
form your conclusion, as it is an ineident nf some importance in the construc-
tion of the tale. The circumstance occurred at Panchbutee :

“ Iukshmun having gone to the ’wnods to eollect roots and fruits, e
(Ramachunder) said (smiling), to the fair daughter of Junuk, But with an
air most sovthing and most kind, ‘Hear me, my heloved, my virtuous, my
gencrous (wife), 1 am desirous of accomplishing great and splendid exploits ;

© Take up thy abode in fire : : :

Until the annihilation of the demon be affected.

When Rama had related the whole story,

Seeta, cmbraced the feet of her lord, and rushed into the flame,

He then placed as it were her shadow, equally good, where Scota sat,

- A figure ay charming, as kind, and as pure, as she— '

Nor did Lakshmun know the secret of Bhagwan’s (Rama’s) contrivance.”
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After the conquest of Lunka, it then goes on to say that Rama now wished"
to re-produce Seeta, who had tarried in the flame. To eftect this he let
drop an expression of doubt. Seeta immediately said, *“ Do thou, Lukshmun,
prepare the requisities for my ordeal; bring fire quickly to me. He, thinking -
of the words of Secta, of her paid, her afiliction, and her faith, his cyes filled.
with tears and his hands joined. But no one dared to address their lord. He
looked but at the face of Ramchunder, and forthwith brought a great quantity
of fucl. When Sceta saw the fire burn strong, she hesitated not, but said, .
“ My heart speaks this truth, that I am faithful to Rama alone, Thou fire, to
whom all secrets are known, wilt be cool as Chundun to me ”. Thus Muethulee
(Sceta, so called from her father’s residence Muecthul in Tirhoot) entered the
flame, crying. ¢ Be fortunate, oh, spotless king (Rama), whose feet Muhisur
reverences and adores ! ” and the suspected shadow of Seceta was enveloped in
the flame. To all was the mystery hidden, though gods, saints, and skies
witnessed the scene. The spirit of the Flame, taking the hand of Sceta, led
and delivered her to Rama, discovering to the world a spring, the Indira,
from the milky ocean. Rama placed her, sweet and surpassing in charms, on-
his left ; he, like the fresh and full-blown blue lotos on the wave ; she, its
golden blossom by his side.

(Ezxtract from the Asiatic Journal for British and Foreign Indie, Vol. IV,
: ' 1831.) .

w2 359 a-b—4
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"  TIE FIRST LADY HONORARY PRESIDENCY MAGISTRATE
IN THE PRESIDENCY OF MADRAS.

D. SRINIVASA RAo,.
Rescarch Assistant-

Thirumathi Yakuh Hasan, was the first ® Muslim lady appointed as an
Hony. Presidency Magistrate in the Madras Presidency. In fact, excepting
Thirumathi Yakub ITasan, and one or two Muslim ladies in Bombay, there
was no other Muslim lady magistrate in any province of India, in the pre-
independance days.

Thirumathi Yakub ITasan, who was a Turkish lady, educated at Con-
stantinople and London, had been taking much active interest in publie work
connceted with women and children. She had been serving on the Committees
of the National Health Association, Maternity and Child Welfare, Indian Red
Cross Society, Children’s Aid Societics, two or three girls’ schools and
orphanages. She also took prominent part in the reccption arrangements of
the All-India Women’s Conference in December 1931.

® The Indian Ladies l\ﬁxgazine, March and April 1932, Vol. V p. 8 pp. 13
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DRINK

“First the man takes a drink .

:and then the drink takes the man,

—a Japanese proverb
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